
Jen Alexander is a Program Associate in The Graduate School and a Lecturer in
English Language Programs. Her area of linguistic expertise is articulatory and acoustic
phonetics, with a focus on perception and production of North American English and
lexical tone (e.g., Chinese).  She is the primary instructor for Integrated Academic Skills
and also works with students one-on-one in our LING 482 individual instruction
services and our LING 483 supported online software training course.  
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Skills/Specialties: About Jen:

Skills/Specialties:

Autumn Bryant, MS, MA, CCC-SLP

Autumn D. Bryant is a Speech-Language Pathologist in English Language Programs. 
 She has a BA in Sociology from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, an MA
in Speech and Hearing Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
and an MS in Health Communication from Northwestern University. She leads our LING
482 individual instruction program, offers interactive pronunciation workshops, and
oversees development of our Attune® auditory discrimination software. She is also able
to support English language learners who may have an existing or undiagnosed speech
disorder. 

About Autumn:

Skills/Specialties:

Shawn Foster

About SHAWN:

Shawn Foster is a fourth year PhD student in the linguistics program. His interests are
in sociolinguistics, phonology, prosody, and language change. Much of his work
focuses on how speakers of a language learn and make use of their language's sound
system. He has previously served as teaching assistant for classes in phonetics,
sociolinguistics, and semantics. He has experience learning Spanish, Arabic, and
Russian from his undergraduate studies. This will be his second official year working
with the English Language Program.

Skills/Specialties:

Anna Robinson, MA

About Anna:

Anna is an affiliate instructor in English Language Programs. She recently completed a 
 master's degree in Linguistics at Northwestern, where her interests included rhythm
and intonation in speech perception and production as well as interactions between
language and music. While working towards her bachelor’s degree at the University of
Oregon she completed the Second Language Acquisition Teaching (SLAT) certification
and was a tutor and conversation partner for two years at the University’s American
English Institute. She enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking and rock climbing, playing
piano, and acquiring as many plants as possible.

Skills/Specialties:

THOMAS SOSTARICS

About THOMAS:

Thomas Sostarics is a third year PhD student in the Linguistics department. His
research interests include prosody, pragmatics, phonetics, and aphasia. He has served
as a teaching assistant for undergraduate classes in phonology and programming at
Northwestern. He is able to support English language learners looking to practice
speaking in English.

Skills/Specialties:

KATE SANDBERG

About Kate:

Kate is a third-year PhD student in the Linguistics department. Her research interests
include intonation, pragmatics, and sociolinguistics. While working towards her
bachelor's degree at the College of William and Mary, she served as a TA for Italian 101
language courses, and she has previously served as a teaching assistant at
Northwestern University for classes in sociolinguistics and semantics. Outside of
linguistics, Kate enjoys running, reading, and exploring the city.


